Tom’s Favorite Quotes
"The state tends to expand in proportion to its means of existence and to live 
beyond its means, and these are, in the last analysis, nothing but the 
substance of the people. Woe to the people that cannot limit the sphere of 
action of the state! Freedom, private enterprise, wealth, happiness, 
independence, personal dignity, all vanish."
-- Frederic Bastiat
(1801-1850) French economist, statesman, and author. He did most of his writing during the years just before -- and immediately following -- the French Revolution of February 1848
Source: Sophisms, 141
http://quotes.liberty-tree.ca/quote_blog/Frederic.Bastiat.Quote.95A6
 "And this I believe: that the free, exploring mind of the individual
human is the most valuable thing in all the world. And this I would
fight for: the freedom of the mind to take any direction it wishes,
undirected. And this I must fight against: any idea, religion, or
government which limits or destroys the individual."
-- John Steinbeck
(1902-1968)
Source: East of Eden, 1952
http://quotes.liberty-tree.ca/quote_blog/John.Steinbeck.Quote.58A0
"When you become entitled to exercise the right of voting for public officers, 
let it be impressed on your mind that God commands you to choose for rulers, 
'just men who will rule in the fear of God.' The preservation of [our] 
government depends on the faithful discharge of this Duty; if the citizens 
neglect their Duty and place unprincipled men in office, the government will 
soon be corrupted; laws will be made, not for the public good so much as for 
selfish or local purposes; corrupt or incompetent men will be appointed to 
execute the Laws; the public revenues will be squandered on unworthy men; and 
the rights of the citizen will be violated or disregarded. If [our] government 
fails to secure public prosperity and happiness, it must be because the 
citizens neglect the Divine Commands, and elect bad men to make and administer 
the Laws." 
-- Noah Webster
(1758-1843) American patriot and scholar, author of the first dictionary of American English usage (1806) and the author of the 1828 edition of the dictionary that bears his name.
http://quotes.liberty-tree.ca/quote_blog/Noah.Webster.Quote.716F
"If you are afraid to speak against tyranny,
then you are already a slave."
-- John “Birdman” Bryant
self labeled as “The World’s Most Controversial Author”
http://quotes.liberty-tree.ca/quote_blog/John.Bryant.Quote.E446


"The enormous gap between what U.S. leaders do in the world and what Americans 
think their leaders are doing is one of the great propaganda accomplishments of 
the dominant political mythology."
-- Michael Parenti
political scientist and author
http://quotes.liberty-tree.ca/quote_blog/Michael.Parenti.Quote.E40B


"One of the common failings among honorable people is
a failure to appreciate how thoroughly dishonorable
some other people can be, and how dangerous it is to trust them."
-- Thomas Sowell
(1930- ) Writer and economist
http://quotes.liberty-tree.ca/quote_blog/Thomas.Sowell.Quote.4027
"Is a democracy, such as we know it, the last improvement possible in 
government? Is it not possible to take a step further towards recognizing and 
organizing the rights of man? There will never be a really free and enlightened 
State until the State comes to recognize the individual as a higher and 
independent power, from which all its own power and authority are derived, and 
treats him accordingly. I please myself with imagining a State at least which 
can afford to be just to all men, and to treat the individual with respect as a 
neighbor; which even would not think it inconsistent with its own repose if a 
few were to live aloof from it, not meddling with it, nor embraced by it, who 
fulfilled all the duties of neighbors and fellow-men. A State which bore this 
kind of fruit, and suffered it to drop off as fast as it ripened, would prepare 
the way for a still more perfect and glorious State, which also I have 
imagined, but not yet anywhere seen."
-- Henry David Thoreau
(1817-1862)
Source: Civil Disobedience (1849)
http://quotes.liberty-tree.ca/quote_blog/Henry.David.Thoreau.Quote.230B


"The Great Depression, like most other periods of severe unemployment,
was produced by government mismanagement rather than by any inherent
instability of the private economy."
-- Milton Friedman (July 31, 1912  – November 16, 2006) was an American economist, statistician, and public intellectual, and a recipient of the Nobel Memorial Prize in Economics.
http://quotes.liberty-tree.ca/quote_blog/Milton.Friedman.Quote.CD80


"[We should be] determined... to sever ourselves from the union
we so much value rather than give up the rights of self-government...
in which alone we see liberty, safety and happiness."
-- Thomas Jefferson
(1743-1826), US Founding Father, drafted the Declaration of Independence, 3rd US President
Source: letter to Madison in August 1799
http://quotes.liberty-tree.ca/quote_blog/Thomas.Jefferson.Quote.CB6E
"If any state in the Union will declare that it prefers separation...
to a continuance in union... I have no hesitation in saying,
'let us separate.' "
-- Thomas Jefferson
(1743-1826), US Founding Father, drafted the Declaration of Independence, 3rd US President
Source: letter to W. Crawford, June 20, 1816
http://quotes.liberty-tree.ca/quote_blog/Thomas.Jefferson.Quote.2551
"We start with first principles. The Constitution
creates a Federal Government of enumerated powers."

[The enumerated powers are a list of specific responsibilities found in Article 1 Section 8 of the United States Constitution, which iterates the authority granted to the United States Congress. Congress may exercise only those powers that are granted to it by the Constitution, limited by the Bill of Rights and the other protections found in the Constitutional text.]


-- William H. Rehnquist
Chief Justice, U. S. Supreme Court
Source: The case of United States v. Lopez [1]
http://quotes.liberty-tree.ca/quote_blog/William.Rehnquist.Quote.ECFF


"The powers delegated by the proposed Constitution to the federal government are few and defined. Those which are to remain in the State governments are numerous and indefinite. The former will be exercised principally on external objects, as war, peace, negotiation and foreign commerce."
-- James Madison
(1751-1836), Father of the Constitution for the USA, 4th US President
Source: Federalist No. 45
http://quotes.liberty-tree.ca/quote_blog/James.Madison.Quote.FEF7
"The enumeration in the Constitution, of certain rights, shall not
be construed to deny or disparage others retained by the people."
-- U.S. Constitution, Ninth Amendment
http://quotes.liberty-tree.ca/quote_blog/U.S..Constitution,.Ninth.Amendment.Quote.3EF3


"The powers not delegated to the United States by the Constitution,
nor prohibited by it to the States, are reserved to the States
respectively, or to the people."
-- U.S. Constitution, Tenth Amendment
http://quotes.liberty-tree.ca/quote_blog/U.S..Constitution,.Tenth.Amendment.Quote.6FB6
"It is no measure of health to be well adjusted to a profoundly sick society."
-- Krishnamurti
http://quotes.liberty-tree.ca/quote_blog/Krishnamurti.Quote.C967


"We have a system that increasingly taxes work and subsidizes nonwork."
-- Milton Friedman
(1912-2006) Nobel Prize-winning economist, economic advisor to President Ronald Reagan, "ultimate guru of the free-market system"
http://quotes.liberty-tree.ca/quote_blog/Milton.Friedman.Quote.CB0D
"Perhaps Communists had wormed their way so deeply into our government on both 
the working and planning levels that they were able to exercise an inordinate 
degree of power in shaping the course of America in the dangerous postwar era. 
I could not help wondering and worrying whether we were faced with open enemies 
across the conference table and hidden enemies who sat with us in our most 
secret councils."
-- General Mark Clark
(1896-984) American general during World War II and the Korean War
Source: From the Danube to the Yalu (1954)
http://quotes.liberty-tree.ca/quote_blog/Mark.Clark.Quote.E41C


"The Communists could succeed if we ever let ourselves be lulled into thinking 
that they are no longer dangerous to us externally and internally. They would 
be victorious if we were ever duped by their own nationals or by foolish 
Americans -- if we were ever duped into believing that they are not aggressive, 
atheist socialist imperialists. They have proved they never sleep. They have 
never permanently retreated, and what seems at a particular time to be a 
cessation of their forward movement or a change in their designs is nothing 
more than a tactical maneuver on another front."
-- Kenneth D. Wells
President of Valley Forge Freedoms Foundation
Source: BYU Speech, 30 Apr. 1962, in Speeches, 1962, p. 5
http://quotes.liberty-tree.ca/quote_blog/Kenneth.Wells.Quote.506E
"Most people know more about their congressmen via smear campaigns than they 
know about their own neighbor via conversations, and a lot of people know more 
about Britney Spears via tabloids than they know about their own congressmen 
via voting booklets. Does anyone else see the problem here?"
-- Brock Fiant
http://quotes.liberty-tree.ca/quote_blog/Brock.Fiant.Quote.CA13


"I think we risk becoming the best informed
society that has ever died of ignorance."
-- Reuben Blades
[Rubén Blades Bellido de Luna] (1948- ) Panamanian salsa singer, songwriter, lawyer, actor, Latin jazz musician, and politician
http://quotes.liberty-tree.ca/quote_blog/Reuben.Blades.Quote.C959
"The freedom of speech and the freedom of the press have not been granted to 
the people in order that they may say things which please, and which are based 
upon accepted thought, but the right to say the things which displease, the 
right to say the things which convey the new and yet unexpected thoughts, the 
right to say things, even though they do a wrong."
-- Samuel Gompers
(1850-1924)
Source: Seventy Years of Life and Labor, 1925
http://quotes.liberty-tree.ca/quote_blog/Samuel.Gompers.Quote.4030


"We create an environment where it is alright to hate, to steal, to cheat,
and to lie if we dress it up with symbols of respectability, dignity and love."
-- Whitney Moore, Jr.
http://quotes.liberty-tree.ca/quote_blog/Whitney.Moore.Quote.C97D


"Are right and wrong convertible terms, dependant upon popular opinion?"
-- William Lloyd Garrison
(1805-1879)
http://quotes.liberty-tree.ca/quote_blog/William.Garrison.Quote.C977
